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How would you react if you were suddenly told by the
school administration not to print an issue of the school
paper or the yearbook? Or, if the same problem were
more subtle such as the principal casually asking to see the
editorial before it was printed?

Each of us would probably react differently.

There can be no pat answer on how to react to such
suggestions, because there are too many variables. But
each journalism teacher should think about how he or
she would react now. Be ready.

It is for this reason that JEA is printing this material
on the background of Joan Lentczner's problems with
the Yorktown High School administration. Included is
some background material about her, her story of the
chain of events surrounding the controversy as reported
to a graduate journalism class at Ball State University,
and the original stories which appeared in the school
pa per.

JEA is not advocating that every teacher take the
school board to court,if a problem arises because JEA
is not the t^acher who must face the administration and
the community and who must put his job on the line.
That would be the teacher. However, each professional
teacher should consider what his best course of action
would be, if necessary, to protect himself, the students,
and the profession.

T. Jan Wiseman
JEA President
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Background on the author

Joan 1 Lorin lily IN .1 folnwr publa anon,
advisor at Yorktown High School, Yorktown,
Indiana Her teaching contract was not renewed
for the 191 15 101001 year for reasons which she
believe', have to do with her constitutionally based
belief in a her press 101 1141 SCh001 S1111.11'11t1.

Ille Mt Pit..1%,1111 COMMlInIty TO1A/11N111O School
Board's der 1.Ion to terminate tier contract followed

the pubLeation of a five part series on sex
related prithlt.1111 111 Yorktown High School
strider it' ern the %choir( newspaper

her refir...11 to11.%ign from her positron upon
the request 01 the principal following,

'a favorable evaluation from the prii.cipal who
hail rated 111'1 super till, good, or Mime average 111
gill t ategoi re% of tea( lung. He qualified the
evaluation by inserting at the end teluctant to
wink with the administratron concerning publica-
tions expel rally .11 the area where togetherness
IS 1110St imirot bait, f 1. r'Orrtr:/VVI'Sfal (SUR'S.'

Before she accepted the position, Ms Lentc/fler
questioned 110111 the supintendent, Dr. Earl Grove,
and the pool-mai In two separate interviews as to
whether or rot the school newspaper rind to go
through the principal's office before publication
Both men indicated no. Had they indicated other
wise, she said, she would not have accepted the
position For most of the school year of 1973-74,
Yorktown High School students did, In fact, have
a her. press. until March 15 when they printed
information (the first of the five part series on
SCX related proidms at Yorktown High School)
some menthe's Of the community did not like.

As a graduate of Ball State University, Ms
Lentrinel had rune years of media-rt lated
ex per retire She winkerl for the Muncie Star
bilDlf moving to New York where she was publi
canons adviser for a school dish ct on Long
Island She returned to Ball State University

111.1(ithltr 11.4011I111 assistant in 1972 and
rompleted oximrements for her MA degree in
joernabsm ow end of the summer of 1974.
She began leaching at Yorktown High School
in the fall of 19/3

In talking about her court case and the
action, M., Lentriner said, 'As a journalism edu-
cator, I believe that It is my professional obliga-
tion to pursue this course of action, to share my
expel lend.. with other journalism educators in
Inv fight for the freedom of the student pr ess,
which is developing significant

which is a developing, significant area of the law.'

111:1111111Pill III this dew lopment,' she said,
'ale the eflor ts of the Cooler sum of Inc! y Into
High School 101111401SM. I enr:.)rse the recommen
dation in the Kennedy Report that 'the student
staff shoirld have ultimate authority ove; and
lesponsibility lot high school media, who h means
the right to hnow and to produce and to 111S5f:111111dte
information free of inter fra.CICe of restrictions.'

'In the Konneily Report, wide' the Suryfir
Commission f ridings L'engrrshio, one of the innO
'bombing findings is Number / which states that
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censor stop us generally accepted by students, teachers
and admmistratois as a routine part of the school
process The repot t sacs that thus has developed into
the most pervasive kin(' of censorship, that imposed
by students upon themielves.'

'Under the same hea.iing, Number 8 states that
sell censorship., has created passivity among students
and made them cynical about the guarantees of a
free press under the First Amendment.'

'I believe that by not fighting my dismissal, I woo
would be responsible for the perpetuation of this
cynicism among students by succumbing to bureau-
cratic and community pressures to censor school
newspapers.

'In her editorial at the end of the year, Cindy
Schroeder, the editor-in-chief of the Broadcaster,
the student newspaper, wrote.

Until this year I had just read about a free press
and its problems in books. A free press was an
overworked phrase that I took for granted, so
I never thought much about it.

This year things changed though when I became
editor-in-chief of the Broadcaster and learned
through first hand experience what a free press
is I learned that as a reporter and editor it's not
a right to be taken lightly, this responsibility of
Informing the public of what we think they need
to know as well as what they want to know.
Sometimes I wish that an incident of problem
had never happened, but it's still my duty as a
reporter to write that story. in countries where
the press is not allowed to be a check on gove-n-
merit institutions or individuals, the press is
useless as a voice of the people,, and becomes a
puppet of those in power.

The managing editor, Ted Haggard, spcke in Ms.
Lentczner's behalf at a school board meeting in
May

My biggest concern is my teacher is being fired for
something I did, and she is my adviser, she is rot
my censor...she is not hired to be my censor.

.. After Mrs. Lentczner was fired, I got to thinking
about the school board needing some way of
influencing what is published and what is riot
published in the school newspaper. I claim
they cannot restrict statements in the newspaper
with the exception of libelous material, what
every newspaper is subject to. But it looked
like to me the school board was letting every
teacher know in our school...that if they (Ind
step out of line with anythini: like thus that
they have one good way of making sure that
things like this don't become, arr. not published
in the school newspaper .111(/ that is simply not
reassigning the contract of the adviser.

To me,' Ms. Leructner added, 'there is one
ISS111` at stake the freedom of the high school
press. When the editor-in-chief, Cindy, asked me
'What about your job?' I replied, 'Teaching a fret'
pr .ss is my job,' and that I could not separate my
job from the issue. In an article 'YHS journalism
adviser refuses to resign' in the May 13th issue of
the Broadcaster, she quoted my explanation to
hi', 'If they (administration) deny the right of
a free press to high school students, then they are
denying my right as a publications adviser to
teach a free press, and that is an infringement
upon our First Amendment right.'



by Joan T. Lentczner

In February 1974, Ted Haggard, managing
editor of the Broadcaster, was approached by
a couple of his friends who had gotten them-
selves in trouble as a result of having sexual
intercourse. Not knowing where to go, students
often go to each other; they counsel each
other and do a poor job of it, and they will
admit it. Ted's friends went to him for advice;
they needed help; Ted did not know anything.
He was as much of a friend to them as he
could be but he felt helpless. He said to me,
'I am shocked at my own ignorance.'

He expressed his concern about the rising
numbers of pregnancies in the school and
cases of venereal disease. 'There is no excuse
in this day and age to be so ignorant of a fact
of life, of something I agree is the parent's
responsibility to do this, but if they don't,
someone has to take up the gap,' he said.

He saw himself, as managing editor of the
newspaper, in a position where he could do
something about the problem. If students
were more informed about sex, they might avoid
traumatic experiences such as the ones his
friends and many others experienced. He sug-
gested the idea for the series on sex-related
problems of students in late February. With
only seven issues of the newspaper scheduled
for publication for the rest of the school year,
he knew he had to get started promptly, for
he was thinking about a series that would run
in several issues.

I told him that he was going to have to
(1) prove there is a problem, (2) investigate
and research the problem, and (3) report his
Cr..-4 4-tor

I recommended that he introduce the series
in outline form explaining the reasons for the
series in an editorial that would run alongside
of the first installment.

r

He divided the series into five parts:
*interviews with students who faced the

consequences of pre-marital sex, from the male
viewpoint and the female viewpoint;

*Planned Parenthood;
*interviews with medical doctors and the

clergy;

*abortion; and
*sex education courses offered in other

schools and Yorktown High School.

Part 1 was scheduled to run March 15, 1974.

Chronology of Events Leading to My Dismissal

On newspaper production night, March 13,
Ted spoke to Dr. Earl Grove, superintendent,
and Robert Pickell, principal, both of whom
were in the building that night. Although Ted
had spoken to both men earlier that month
regarding the proposed series and had received
favorable responses from each of them, he told
them on March 13 what students had been
interviewed in particular. According to Ted,
the only student they hesitated about was a
girl who had recer ly had an abortion, that
everyone in the community would know who
she was. (as the students' adviser, I had not
conferred with either Grove or Pickell rearding
the publication of the series, to my knowledge.)
The editors discussed the point with me and
decided to run the interview as it was. They
felt if the girl consented to the interview, she
took the risk of identification. All students in
Part 1 consented to the interviews. They knew
the interviews would be published and their
names would not be used.

On March 15, the Broadcaster published Part I
of the five-part series. Students, according to
reports from editors and staff, received the
first part of the series with quiet enthusiasm.
The principal complimented Ted on the fine
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issue, in fact, Ted was surprised by the end of
the day that he tad heard no adverse reaction
to the series.

On March 22, Friday, I received a call horn
Dr. Grove, superintendent, who told me the
board members wanted to meet with me on
March 25, Monday, in a closed meeting. Flt
said he did not know what they were going to
discuss. I was informed by Pickell and Dave
Uptgraf t, vice principal, that a couple of board
members had received phone calls from a 'block
of parents,' (which they later changed to 'several
parents') who apparently were critical of Part I
of the series. I met with Pickell and Uptgraft
after school for an hour and a half. I was informed
that Uptgraft would be attending the closed board
meeting with me since Pickell would be in Chicago
at a convention. Both men asked me how I was
going to respond to the board; they had anticipated
questions the board might ask; they also indicated
to me they did not want to risk losing their jobs
over this. I told them I would not give the board
the opportunity to censor the newspaper, but I
would consider working with the administration
on the remaining parts of the series bes:ause of
its apparent controversial nature. This appeared
to appease both men.

On Monday, March 25, I spoke to both editors,
Cindy and Ted, and recommended that they
cooperate with the administration on the series,
that I had been requested to attend a closed
meeting of the board apparently because of
criticism the series had received by unidentified
members of the community. Both editors agreed
willingly to work with the administration on the
rest of the series. The managing editor, Ted,
agreed, he was anxious, he welcomed their (board
members') help. 'They know the community.
They can give some worthy advice,' he said.

On the evening of March 25th, I met with
Uptgraft at 8 p.m. in the high school where I
was informed Rudy Murray, guidance counselor,
planned to attend the meeting also. We waited
until 9 p.m. for the superintendent's phone call
at which time we reported to his office.

The five-member board of education, led by
Dr. Thomas Brown,. president, expressed the
following views.

1) 'I cannot criticize the journalism style.'
2) 'The content of Part I (which was the only

part that had been published) is too frank.'
(Board member Charles Neff)

3) 'The interviews were True Story magazine
stylc sensational.' (Neff)

4) 'Doesn't the principal see these stories
before they go to press?' (Board member Carl
Scott)

5) 'I have been out of town. I have not had
time to read it.' (Board me. fiber Jack Parkison)

6) 'Do you feel this is the way to impart this
information to the students?' (Dr. Brown). I

replied that the newspaper staff had unanimously
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voted for the series to be run in the Broadcaster
which is a legitimate vehicle for disseminating
this information to students.

7) 'I understand the students' concern for
the problem, but I do not agree with their
approach," (Dr. Brown)

8) 'The Broadcaster goes into homes with
little children who are exposed to this material,
and parents object of this.' (Neff) I replied that
this is a high school newspaper written for a
high school audience.

9) 'I'm a little old-fashioned, but isn't there
a spiritual side of love anymore?' (Board mem-
ber Ralph Heath)

10) 'What about the rest of the series?' I

replied that it was outlined in the editorial
which appeared in the same issue as Pan I of
the series.

111 'I like my job on the board and do not
want to lose it. I have received plione calls from
members of the community who are dissatisfied
with Part I.' (Neff). He seemed to equate Part I
of the series with the job he is doing on the
board

12) 'The newspaper could be eliminated.'
(Neff). He implied there would be no need to
have a publications adviser, that I run the risk
of losing my job as well as he.

By the conclusion of the meeting, the board
clearly implied its inability to face the concept
of a free press. I said that because of the contro-
versial nature of the series, I had spoken with
my editors and we agreed to work with the
administration on the remaining four parts of
the series. Board member Ralph Heath raised
his arm and pointed his finger to the ceilling
and said 'That's a very wise decision, young
lady!' I told the board I did not mean to imply
this means censorship.

Carl Scott, board member, said in a surprised
tone, 'Doesn't she believe in censorship at all?'
I did not hear the superintendent's answer to
him.

Asked if there was a problem in the high
school, Rudy Murray, guidance counselor,
answered that he believed there was. 'Then
why isn't anything being done about it?' The
guidance counselor said there are no easy
answers and cited the lack of success with sex
education courses in other schools.

Uptgraft reported results of a survey which
indicated two-thirds of Yorktown High School
students and two-thirds of the faculty support-
ed Part I of the five-part series. The board
made no comment. (See March 29th issue of
the Broadcaster, page 2.) The meeting was
adjourned at 11 p.m. Dr. Grove said little
throughout the meeting other than t-1 nod
yes ot no to board questions.

On March 26th, Tuesday, Ted complained
to me that Uptgraft was annoying him in the
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hallways by ,itopping and asking him if he had
the intormation for Part 2 ready for him to
see. Ted indicated to me he did not like the
feeling he had, that Uptgraft was trying to
take control Ted finally took the material
for Part 2 into his office later that afternoon,
showing him a chart, published by the U. S.
Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
presenting means of contraceptives and their
effectiveness. Uptgraft said no definitely not
if the chart is released it would weigh too
much emphasis on this particular part of
Planned Parenthood. Ted said 'Okay, I'll
delete some of it. I'll rewrite some of it in
paragraph form, leaving in percentages of the
effectiveness.' Uptgraft said no, leave it out
100 percent, that it might disturb a few mem-
bers of the community. You can't print it;

Ted said later, 'I've never had that said to
me before, so I was mad over that. He (Upt-
graft) didn't give me advice; he gave me or-
ders; he was not cooperative;, he was not in
a 'work with' mood;, he was on top; I was
the writer, I did what he said. At the time I
did not know Uptgraft did not have the legal
authority to censor what I wrote,' he said.

On the same day, March 26th, Uptgraft
told me to take the copies of the last issue
of the Broadcaster off the counter at Bonnet
Drug Store. I told the editor-in-chief, Cindy,
whose father is co-owner of the drug store.
She said, 'That's illegal; he cannot order us to
do that.' I did not take the copies off the
stand.

Pickell returned to school of March 27th,
Wednesday. I reported to him that concessions
had been made in Part 2, Planned Parenthood
and submitted the final draft to him. I express-
ed to him my concern over Uptgraft's approach
to Ted, that Uptgraft had made Ted nervous
and skeptical of the administration's aims.
Pickell exclaimed impatiently that he hired me
to advise the newspaper, that this was my job
(implying to censor), and he wanted no part of
it as though we had not met on Friday.

The second part of the series was published
in the March 29th issue of the Broadcaster.
This issue carried an editorial written by Ted
saying he had been censored by Uptgraft.
Cindy criticized his editorial for sounding
'childish.' Ted was disappointed in the Plan-
ned Parenthood article and visibly depressed
over Cindy's comment. I told him had he
disagreed with Uptgraft in his (Uptgraft's)
office had his convictions been strong enough
that he refused to go along with Uptgraft for
reasons he believed were valid, then I would
have defended his right to publish the informa-
tion I told him Uptgraft has no authority to
censor him, but he must know what he wants
in order to work with the administration on
equal terms rather than a censorship basis.

5
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After our discussion, I stopped by Uptgraft's
office and said 'Ted is upset with himself be-
cause he allowed you to censor him.' Uptgraft
nodded as if he were proud of the power he
had exercised to censor when I said 'I told Ted
that it is illegal for you to censor the press,
that had Ted disagreed with you face to face,
the chart would have been published.'

I later found the opportunity to tell Ted
I spoke to Uptgraft. After telling him what
I said, he raised his head thoughtfully and said,
'I'm glad you said that to Mr. Uptgraft.'

The reactions to the Planned Parenthood
article were deserved. Rudy Murray, guidance
counselor, said, 'It was flat.: Another liberal
teacher said, 'It seemed like something was
missing.'

On that same day (March 29th) The York-
town and Delaware County Suburban News,
a weekly newspaper, carried a lead story on the
front page, 'School board raps YHS sex-related
news article.' The sex-related news article
referred to Part I. In the article, Dr. lhomas
Brown, president of the school board, was
quoted as saying on Wednesday, March 27,
'The school board disapproves of the publica-
tion of the series of articles on the sex-related
articles
problems of Yorktown High School students...'
The News reported an inaccuracy in the same
article: Dr., Brown said 'This article was pub-
lished without consultation with the school
administration. It is our understanding we have
no legal right to suppress the statements of the
students on this newspaper and that this restric-
tion is a result of a Supreme Court decision.

'However, it is the desire of the board that
the welfare of the students as generally desired
by the parents and delegated by the statutes
of the State or Indiana shall be observed.' Dr.
Brown later denied saying the article was put
lished without consultation with the school
administration in a phone call he made to
Cindy Schroeder on May 19.

In the 'Sex Education Guidelines' of the
State of Indiana, teachers are encouraged to
stress the 'wonder of the creation of life and
its spiritual implications' and 'shall not' teach
'methods and techniques of contraception,
abortion, descriptions and positions of sexual
intercourse.' A copy of the guidelines was
given to me by Uptgraft.

In the same issue of the News on the editor-
ial page urder 'Editorial Comment,' presumably
written by the editor, it reads that 'we have
received a letter complaining about an issue of
the YHS Broadcaster especially their article on
sexualrelated problems

Paragraphs 8, 9, and 10 read:

It is doubtful' that the sex problem exists for the
majority of the Yorktown High School students as



was implied by the ,tudent newspapoi, and It is

doubt tul that the n..o.aiiiper stall should find it
not essary to (JO to 'All h l)10,11 lengths Id wiles of
Iivt .11 tides; including an it ii icon th-y avtli offer
infounation on bulb Lontrol abortion foi the
students

We (11 e 100 pet Lent nt favor of a free press, but
with that freedom (runes the need tot responsibility.

We feel they are going lust a bit far did beyond
the scope of what a high school student newspaper
should be.

The editorial does not say what a high school
student newspaper should be. The editorial
reports that the information the newspaper is
covering is available from other sources, which
are 'easily available' although it does not men-
tion who or what these sources are. It also
strongly implies that the student newspaper is
not qualified to handle this material, i.e. sex
information she ukl be provided by a qualified
person.

The editor is making the false assumption
that the students are writing on their own
authority as opposed to reporting from author-
ative sources. The editor is also re-affirming
what the Kennedy Report has found to be
true: 'The professional news media does not
take seriously the First Amendment problems
of high school journalists and does little to
help protect the free press rights of students.'

Also on the page was a letter to the editor
from a 'Yorktown hacker,' asking the board of
education where they have been while some-
one 'down' at the high school has been printing
'these truly tasteless sex stories' in the high
school paper.

This 'Yorktown hacker' was 'truly shocked
at the obvious lack of teacher control we have
at our schools. If we had teacher; student dis-
cipline, this sort of drivel wouldn't even be
allowed for discussion in classrooms, let alone
in school-sponsored paper.

'As one taxpayer I feel our duly elected
school board should take actions against tne
journalism teacher or whoever is responsible
for such ridiculous things appearing in some-
thing that is funded by our tax dollars.' (The
Broadcaster is financially independent of
school funds.)

The following week on April 5th, the News
ran a Letter to the Editor, a reply to the
Yorktown backer, from a Yorktown mother
who said; Yorktown, take your head out of
the sand.' She wrote that the interviews in
Part I were shock ing but the school ooard and
many area residents need to be shocked because
their attitude is that cf the ostrich, 'stick your
head in the sand and you're safe.' She defended
a well informed person on any subject, the
dissemination of information which equips
students to make intelligent decisions in regard
to thai subject including sex.' She praised the
newspaper for bringing the problem to the
attention of the community.

6

8

'I say hooray for the teacher wit i enogh
courage to let them print. At least, they are
riot ostr ichs,' she concluded.

School resumed on April 15th, following
spring vacation which caused spring fever and
a change in the production schedule of the
newspaper from an April 19th issue to an
April 26th issue.

On April 19th, I was informed 'J y the prin-
cipal's secretary that he would like to see me
at 10:15 a.m. I reported to his office and he
asked me if I could wait, he would like to have
a cup of coffee. He appeared to be under a lot
of pressure and nervous. Rather than waiting
for him in the outer office, I decided to have
coffee and walked to the faculty lounge. He
was sitting at the table sipping his coffee,
puffing at a cigarette and talking to a faculty
member. I poured myself a cup of coffee and
sat down. When he finished, we walked down
to his office and rather than sitting behind his
desk, he pulled up a chair next to me with my
evaluation in his hand. He scanned through
the evaluation dated April 15th which included
ratings from 'average', 'good' to 'superior',,
noting that I had been late to class and con-
siderably late in picking up my grade cards
several times, but implied that those things
were minor, that I was on a one-year agree-
ment and he was recommending a change
in my position for next year. He handed
me the evaluation on which he wrote at the
bottom under his signature 'Is reluctant to
work with the administration concerning
publicationsespecially in the areas where
togetherness is most important i.e. contro-
versial issues. This is evident even after
statement at board meeting.' Above the
comment he had written 'above average
teacher and an excellent organizer.'

He admitted the trouble that developer
over the series and my 'inability,' which he
immediately changed to 'reluctance' to work
with the administration, caused him to re-
commend a change. I told him I was sorry
he felt that way, that he was being unfair,
this was my first confrontation with him
after the first part of the series was pub-
lished, and that I had received no criticism
from him on the series prior to this time.
Hi asked me if I would write a letter of
resignation and I said no, that I liked my
job and was planning on staying next year.
I told him I believed in honest relationships;
I had been honest with him all year and
let us be honest with each other now; this
was his decision, he was going to have to
stand by it.

His reply was, 'Joan, to be honest, you
scare me.' He told me that he would write
me a letter of recommendation; that I was
'knowledgeable,' and he could not find



another adviser of higher caliber. He told
me I should be teaching in college, not
high school. He said we disagreed in phil-
osophies. I asked him what his philosophy
was. He said he had committed himself to
the philosophy of a censored press. 'This
community wants a censored press. They
are not ready for you. You're too progres-
sive for this area.'

He asked me again for my resignation.
Before I left his office, I assured him I
would not resign. After our meeting, I cal-
led the superintendent's office and made
an appointment with Dr. Grove for Monday,
April 22.

Cindy was called in to Pickell's office
Monday (April 22) morning. According to
her, they discussed the role of the adviser
and Pickell triad to convince her that an
adviser is a censor as well. The newspaper
class is a formal classroom setting and he
asked 'Don't you have to do what your
teacher tells you to do?'

In the way of classroom assignments,
Cindy agreed, but reported to me that she
said 'Mrs. Lentczner does not tell us what
to print and what not to print; she teaches
us the newspaper process.'

According to her, Pickell could not sep-
arate the two roles no matter how much
she tried to explain to him. By the end of
the meeting, she felt badgered; she came to
me frustrated and asked 'What is your role
as advisor?' Before I could answer, she said,
'I kept telling him you advised us; you did
not censor us, but he would not accept it.'

After school on Monday, I met with Dr.
Grove. I told him I was disappointed in
Pickeli, he has a reputation of not being
able to cope with problems; I am an ex-
ample of how he copes with problems; he
get rid of them. Dr. Grove listened to me
vent criticism of Pickell and showed more
than passing interest in what I said. He
was fully aware that I had been asked to
resign and knew I would not resign.

I told him, 'I am an individual with cer-
tain rights. I feel I have been treated un-
fairly,' and I would not resign under these
circumstances.

Dr. Grove asked me if I would teach
English next year. I replied, 'You mean
teach English and not journalism?'

He answered yes. 'At least you would
have a job with your husband in school,
'implying he knew we needed the money.

I said no, I could not do it.
He told me that I was the first teacher

he would have to dismiss because I would
not write a letter of resignation. He said
he has had to let teachers go in the past.
'Some I was glad to see go; others I was
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not. I am not glad to see you go,' he
said. He also told me that the board did
not want my contract as publications ad-
viser renewed because of the trouble that
developed over the series.

After this meeting with Dr. Grove, I re-
turned to the high school and informed
Cindy, who was working in the publications
room, that I had been asked to resign and
trusted her to keep this information con-
fidential.

Ironically, the Broacaster carried an
editorial 'Congress shall make no laws ,
abridging the freedom of speech or the
press.. the same day I was fired, Friday,
April 26. Dr. Grove met me after school
in the hallway and told me he wanted to
sea me but to wait until the students had
left the building. I went to Pickell's office
where Dr. Grove handed me the official
notice of the termination o my contract.
Pickell sat nervously behind his desk and
pointed to the issue of the Broadcaster
which carried Part 3 of the series (the
doctors' and clergys' viewpoints on sex-
related problems of YHS students) and
complimented the fine issue which was on
his desk. 'Have you seen it?' he asked Dr.
Grove, who responded no for reasons I
have forgotten.

Pickell said 'I may have made a mistake.
Mrs. Lentczner, in lieu of what has happen-
ed this past week, has acted like a super-
professional.'

Dr. Grove reiterated to me in Pickell's
office that this was one dismissal he was not
happy to make, that he did not want to see
me go, yet his signature was on the official
notice of the termination of my contract.

In the editorial 'Congress shall make no
laws . , . abridging the freedom of speech or
the press ... ', the editor in- chief alluded
to 'taxpayers who are using their voting
power and/or community prestige to pres-
sure school officials into having printed
what THEY want students to read in the
high school newspaper.' Realizing Pickell
and Dr. Grove were powerless, that the
system was not trusted to run itself, I in-
formed them I planned to ask for a board
hearing.

After our metting, I called Dr. Louis
I ngelhart, chairman of the Journalism De-
partment at Ball State University, to seek
his advice on legal counsel available to me,
He recommended several sources including
Richard Cardwell, legal counsel for the
Hoosier State Press Association; American
Civil Liberties Union, Journalism Education
Association, Indiana State Teachers Associ-
ation. I selected Cardwell because he repre-
sented the press and I believed my case was
a press freedom issue.

On Monday, I contacted Car lwell in Indian-
apolis and made an appointment with him
for Tuesday, April 30. I arranged to take



a personal business day from school Tues-
day. (Teachers are allowed two personal
days a year.)

The annount:ement of the non renewal
of my contract was made the open meeting
of the school board on Monday, April 29.
Gary Davis, reporter for the Muncie Even-
ing Press, called me at my home after the
board meeting (which I did not attend) and
asked me what this was all about and could
he come over to my apartment to talk to me.
My student teacher, Debbie Taylor, knew
Davis and said he had been following my
case for some time, but had been sitting
on it until now. Davis arrived within min-
utes. Debbie, Ted and Cindy arrived later.
I showed Davis my evaluation.

He used information from the evaluation
in his story 'School paper sex articles bring
firing of teacher' published Tuesday, April
30. He reported in the article that Dr.
Brown said the board unanimously approved
Pickell's recommendation that my contract
not be renewed, that he admitted the board
had supported the recommendation due to
community pressure,, and concerning a
probable appeal by me, he said, don't
thnik the board is going to refuse to sit think
down and talk to her.' In the article, Dr.
Brown contradicted himself by saying he
had heard both positive and negative reac-
tion to the series, and then later that even-
ing he had heard nothing but negative com-
ments from townspeople.

Davis called the series the 'brainchild' of
the managing editor. Ted Haggard,, senior,,
who will zittend Ora! Roberts University in
the fall. Haggard,, he wrote, reported he
received compliments on Part 1 of the series
by Pickell, 'who voiced no complaints.

Davis also reported I was conferring with
legal counsel from Hoosier State Press Asso-
ciation on Tuesday.

In my meeting with Cardwell, I learned
that non-tenure teachers are powerless since
boards of education do not have to give
them reasons for dismissal; they can be dis-
missed without due cause. I informed Card-
well that I was fighting for press freedom,
not my job, although I found it difficult to
separate the two since press freedom is an
indispensable part of my job. He told me
I had a good case, but he could not take
the case without pay. He estimated the
cost could be anywhere from 52,000 to
510,000; the case could go as far as the
State Supreme Court, he believed, I could
not afford these costs, and he recommend-
ed that i apply for assistance from the In-
diana Civil Liberties Union, Together, we
drew up a letter to the ICLU and he offer-
ed me his continued assistance until I found
legal counsel or financial assistance in re-
taining legal counsel. He also agreed to.
write a letter to the school board asking
for a hearing,
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On Tuesday, April 30, in The Muncie
Star the lead of an article 'Teacher, Band
Contract Non- Renewals arc' Disputed at
Yorktown,' read, 'The issue of a free high
school press could eventually be taken to
court in connection with a YHS teacher
who is also adviser of student publications.'
The reporter, Gail Bales, wrote that the
Broadcaster has been noted for its 'open'
coverage, a term which she did not define,
of the school system this past year 'includ-
ing a recent series on sex education, abor-
tion and other related subjects.'

I returned to school on Wednesday, May
1,, and found the newspaper article 'School
sex articles bring firing of teacher' posted
in the faculty lounge with a note written at
the top FACULTY READ. I spoke to both
yearbook and newspaper classes and explain-
ed to them that part of my job this year was
to inform them of their individual rights so
they could learn how to exercise these rights.
A free press can only survive through the
exercise of the rights of free speech and
free press. Without a free press, a democr-
acy does not exist. l am fighting my dis-
missal because I feel I was dismissed for
exercising my constitutional rights and in-
stilling in my students an appreciation of
their constitutional rights.

Student reaction to the news of my dis-
missal was high. They were very support-
ive of me and surprised, upset and confused
by the action the board had taken. Facul-
ty reaction was outwardly i'ient,

On Wednesday after school I met with
Dr. Ingelhart to discuss possible sources
for financial aid in fighting my case when
I was asked at 4:30 p.m. to speak at a
meeting of Women in Communications, Inc.
(WICI) by their sponsor, Dr. William Law-
baugh. At 5 p.m., I spoke to the group,
and at their request promised to provide
them with copies of the Broadcaster so
they could read the series.

On Thursday, May 2, the Ball State Uni-
versity Daily News ran a front page article
(boxed) covering this meeting. In the arti-
cle 'Teacher seeks help to fight dismissal,'
I was quoted, 'It's the issue I'm fighting...
Democracy stresses individual rights. That's
the job I've tried to do this year Without
a Free Press, you have no democracy.'

On the same day, The Muncie Press ran
an article 'Fired Yorktown teacher to appeal'
reporting I had conferred five hours Tuesday
with Cardwell, 'who believes the firing my
become a case for a state court' and has
referred me to the ICLU.

At the end of the article, it read:
* that the mother of one of my students

told me she feared assistance from the ICLU
might actually hurt my appeal chances be-
cause the ICLU is not popular in Yorktown.



that one resident told me the ICLU is
looked upon as being Communist by York
towners.

" that I was also intormed that at least
two members of the Mt. Pleasant school
board are members of the ultra-conserva-
tive John Birch Society and would oppose
ICLU intervention.

The Muncie Star on Sunday, May 5, ran
the article 'School Board Races Promise
Action' on seven school districts in Dela-
ware County who will be electing new
members to their school boards. A para-
graph on Yorktown read:

Interest in the Mt. Pleasant election has perk-
ed up during the past two weeks with the drop-
ping of the contract of Mrs. Joan Lentczner,
journalism teacher at Yorktown High School.
The decision by Principal Bob Picket' not to
renew the first year teacher's contract involved
the publishing of a series of birth controlrelated
articles by the school newspaper. Cindy Schroe-
der, daughter of the school board candidate, was
involved in writing the series.

On Friday, May 3, I spoke to Ted's father,
Dr. Marcus Haggard, who wanted to retain a
lawyer, his lawyer, for me. He expressed
his concern and dissatisfaction with the
board's decision to fire me, and his concern
about this being on my record, hurting my
chances of getting a job in the future. At
the time I did not know to what extent he
wanted to help me until Cardwell and I met
with his lawyer, Jack Slagle, on Tuesday,
May 7. Siegel informed us that Dr. Haggard,
being Ted's father, had my best interests at
heart. He felt an injustice had been done
and that he was partly to blame because
his son was responsible for the publication
of the series, that I had lost my job for
something his son had done.

When Cardwell and I explained to him
that we were fighting the press freedom is-
sue and the termination of my contract
which was caused by my exercising my Fir-
st Amendment rights, he shook his head
and smiled. 'I assure you that Dr. Haggard
is in no financial position to fight that
battle, but if you want me to see that your
record is cleared, and I can do that in a
matter of minutes, then we can take care
of that ... you see, he said, 'I happen
to be white, Anglo Saxon and Catholic. I

believe people should be subject of author-
ity.'

;-le presented my alternatives to me: (1)
'You could go ahead and sue the board and
have ycur name become poison to every
board of education in the country,' or (2)
'You can learn to live with an insoluble
problem,' which he equated with maturity.

After our meeting with Slagle, I asked
Cardwell if he would be willing to work
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with ICLU and he said yes. Slagle was no
wailer use to us. We could only wait to
hear from the ICLU.

Ted approached me severe! times during
that week (May 6.10) and asked anxiously
'What can we (students) do? How can we
help?' I told him I did not want to tell
him what to do; whatever he felt like doing
to gain support in my behalf, he should go
ahead on his own and do, and not involve
me for reasons of professional ethics. ! ex-
plained to him I did not want to play a
self-serving roie, for that was not my pur-
pose for fighting my dismissal. He under-
stood and went to work on his own, organ-
izing help and support. Cindy assisted him
in writing two different petitions, one for
students to sign and the other for mem-
bers of the community. Ted squelched a
walk-out for Friday, May 10, by students
who he said were 'mad' and planned to
walk-out to protest my dismissal. He
spread the word among students that the
walk-out would hurt rather than help what
'we' (students) were trying to do. Ted
planned to take the petitions to the board
meeting of May 13 and speak to the board
on my behalf. His father, Dr. Haggard, and
Rev. Donald Bowman of the Methodist
Church were also scheduled to speak on my
behalf, according to Ted. (I have not met
Rev. Bowman personally.)

On Saturday, May 11, The Muncie
Evening Press ran a front page story 'York-
town pupils go to bat for teacher fired by
board.' Gary Davis, reporter, wrote the lead:

A petition with names of several hundred
Yorktown High School students protesting the
firing of journalism teacher, Joan Lentczner, will
be given the Mt. Pleasant Township Community
Schools board of trustees Monday night.

Davis report I expected to file legal action
against the firing, but that i awaited a
decision from the ICLU on providing me
with financial assistance. He reported Bar-
bara Williamson, executive secretary of ICLU,
said the group's attorneys are studying the
case and expect a ruling to he made on my
application Thursday, May 6, in Indianapolis.
He also reported Cardwell said he had sent
a letter to the Mt. Pleasant board requesting
a formal public hearing for me. He asked
the board:

* to give a specified list of reasons for
Mrs. Leritczner's firing.

* to provide him time to prepare a case
after the list is given.

' to conduct the hearing in public, open
to news media and provide for presentation
of arguments and cross-examination of ad-
verse witnesses.



Also included in the article was the state
ment on the petition that read.

III. woo sowed an students of Yoik.osvo
High sellout hiltvo Lhs Lentczner should he
wialopu a% a our school We don't
think Ow mimot briaot is promoting a high
academic level by requesting a teacher Of this
quality to leave out system

Ted was described as coming 'from a
conservative religious family of southern
Baptists.' planning to attend Oral Roberts
University next fall and his family as favor
mil the sex problem articles because 'the
Bible advocates truth.'

He reportedly said, 'The future of journ
alism at the school will be jeopardized if
Mrs. Lentczner is not reinstated.' In regard
to the protest petition circulating in the
«immunity, he anticipated a 'fair to average'
iesponse. There was a problem in distribut
mg petitions due to 'lack of manpower.'

Davis also reporter that Broadcaster
staffers were claiming total support from
students and considerable support from
teachers. He quoted Cardwell, 'The school
board got mad at the kids and fired the
teacher.'

Cindy Schroeder's family was described
in the article as 'particularly pressurized'
with election to the school board last Tues
day (May 7) of her father.

She s loss outspoken on Mrs. Lentczner's
hi mg than Haggard, but is philosophical 'I
think this issue of what a high school press
really is has been in the making for a long
hole nodes the surlace something we've
never thought about it took something like
the sex Wiles to bring it out III the open.'
Cindy stated her parents support a 'free rind
responsible press'

I he Muncie Star on May 14 ran the
comments in brief of the three speakers,
Rev. Donald Bowman, Dr. Marcus Haggard
and Ted Haggard, all of whom asked the
board Monday night (May 13) to recon
Sider its decision not to rehire me. The
reported comments were as follows:

Rev. Bowman:
I Min, to commend the students and staff

Involved in what I think is d fine newspaper I

in not condone pre marital sexual acts, but I
do feel the students are hying to lift a problem

Dr. Haggard.
Mrs tynic/o was III no way the soiree of

the Idea behind the series It was spawned by
the students . he defended the newspaper
as a darned *101)11 new araper

Ted Haggard:
Young Haggard said he had administration

approval for the series, sice Pickell had looked
twig the stories and indicated he saw nothing
wrong with them.

In 'egad to his discussion with Dr. Grove,
Ted was quoted as saying, 'I remember I was
encouraged about IC He reportedly presented
to the hoard petitions bearing the names of
300 students and 80 adults ..Clo backed me.
The board reportedly made no comment
after Ted spoke.

Teti was also reported to have been ask-
ed if he felt he would get his adviser back
and sag], 'No, they have no legal obliga-
tion to keep her since she's not on tenure.'

The Yorktown and Delaware County
Suburban News ran a lead story on the
front page on May 17 'Citizens speak on
teacher's behalf.' The article focused on
Bowman's concern that my students and I
went 'out on a limb to be creative and do
something different in the way of coverage,'
his concern about 'letting this matter go
unjustly,' that other teachers will be afraid
'of doing anything that is not traditionally
acceptable.' Bowman said 'I hate to see the
kind of feeling that teachers will be afraid
to take a risk.'

Dr. Haggard was quoted a couple of
times in the article and requested the board
'reinstate Mrs. Lentczner, and then if you
to fire her, do it for something else.'

Ted Haggard was quoted as saying not to
'fire her for something I did; she is not my
censor; Mrs. Lentczner is my adviser and
only the adviser,' and later in the article,
'If they (students) were unfavorable to the
first issue (Part 1 of the series) we could
have canned it.'

In regard to newspaper policies, he report-
edly said:

they are to It form the students of what they
need and want to know ... to represent and
be the voice of the student body ... the
students write editorials s. Lentczner
is not a censor ... she check, the grammar.
That's all . no one has the right to censor.

In the article, the reporter wrote 'Haggard
saw the need to inform as a real problem.'
He reportedly said:

There's no excuse for the people to be ignorant
in this day awl age ... This series did not ad
vocate sex education. pie marital sex or anything
like that .. we simply told the facts as we
found them . we have cooperated wit'
Pickell and Uptgraft completely.

In the same issue, the News ran a letter
to the editor, 'Ball State's WICI unanimous-
ly supports YHS adviser Lentczner,' by
William M. Lawbaugh, adviser to WICI,
Ball State University. The letter was ad-
dressed to me and thanked me for attend-
ing their May 1 meeting, pledged the chap-
ter's full support of a free campus press,
expressed an 'intense interest' in my 'un-
fortunate' situation, and offered help in the
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'preservation or restoration of a free anti
responsible press.' Lawbaugh wrote that
press clippings of my story 'are being sent
to the National Headquarter s of WICI in
Austin, Texas, for their information and
possible action.' I also received a copy of
this letter from Lawbaugh.

On May 21, The Muncie Stal. ran an
article 'ICLU May Step Into the York-
town Case,' reporting the ICLU is contin-
uing to investigate my case and is looking
for a Muncie attorney for me.

On that same clay The Indianapolis News
picked up the story 'ICLU Backing Offered
to Yorktown Teacher,' reporting the infor-
mation that The Star ran and generous back-
ground on the case including references to
the author falling back on the Bible, i.e.
'the Bible advocates truth,' and the function
of the school press. Also on the same day,
the Associated Press picked up a brief ver-
sion of the story.

Tom Cochran of WNAP, FM radio station,
sent a letter dated May 13 to Ted, Cindy
andtthe Broadcaster, offering encouragement
for the 'fine series dealing with sexual atti-
tudes and habits of Yorktown students.

The work represents an awareness of the needs
of your readership. I can appreciate the time
and resoarch that Into the preparation. It is
good to see young journalists taking the craft
seriously. Those skills you exercise now will
ultimately affict not only the community you
report to and about, but your growth as well

The pursuit o' good journalism is not always
easy,, but its a job that needs to be done if
any of us are to evolve.

WNAP ran spot coverage of the York-
town High School journalists, the series
and the board's action not to renew my
contract during the first two weeks in May.

On May 31, The Star ran an article 'Hear-
ing Rejected for Mrs. Lentczner.' Accord-
ing to the article, the board unanimously
agreed the previous evening, May 30, to
write me a letter outlining in detail why
I was not rehired.

Dr. Grove reportedly told the board 'We
researched this with our lawyer and we are
not required by Indiana law to offer such
a hearing for a non tenure teacher.'

On that day, Jerry Baumgardner, Muncie
attorney and deputy prosecutor, agreed to
take my case.

On June 5, the last day of school, I was
summoned to Pickell's office where Uptgraft
and Dr. Grove were also present. Dr. Grove
handed me a sealed envelope and said in a
nervous tone 'I have been instructed to
give this to you.' I did not make an attempt
to open the envelope in the office, but in-
stead asked if I could see Pickell in private.

Uptgraft and Dr. Grove left the office. I

told Pickell in lieu of the fact that I was no
longer officially employed in the school, I

still felt an obligation to follow through on
the yearbook which was not complete. He
nodded and asked if I was going to be
around this summer and I said yes. He
wrote both yearbook editors' names on a
piece of paper and said he would contact
them when proofs arrived. He did not give
me a definite answer, yes or no, as to
whether or not he wanted me to complete
advisory work on the yearbook. Since that
time, the yearbook editors, Doris Turner
and Debbie Mixell, and I have proofed 80
pages of the book in my home.

The letter was signed by the board pres-
ident, Dr. Thomas Brown, and gave 11 rea-
sons for the non-renewal of my contract.
'... reluctant to work with the administra-
tion on controversial issues' ('on publications'
which was written on my evaluation was not
included) was number 6. The remaining 10
points, for example, picking up my report
cards late, arriving to class late, not attend-
ing faculty meetings, etc., serve only to
cloud the issue was are fighting.

As my lawyer, Jerry Baumgardner, said
on June 6, 'We have to prove the reason
they fired you was because of the series.'

This summary was written during the
summer of 1974. Since that time, motions
for extensions and a change of venue have
been granted. Depositions in the case were
taken on Jan. 30 1975. A trial date has
tentatively been set for July 7, 1975. How-
ever, it is possible that further motions
may change that.

The following pages include the
original articles from the Yorktown
High School paper which were part
of the five-part series. In addition,
some editorials and pertinent news
stories were included.
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Sex series
continued:
focus

on
Planned
Parenthood

G
L

C
V

C
L

C
C

L
,

LM
arch 29, 1974

.4S

T
he B

roadcaster is publishing the second of a five part series
on the problem

s related to sexual relationships betw
een high

school students in order to increase aw
heeness about a very

im
portant issue in the high school today.
E

ven though student. teacher reaction to P
art #1 of this series

w
;,3

facorable
,

the school board received a few
 phone calls

criticizing
the approach the B

roadcaster m
ade to this problem

.
B

erause of this criticism
 the B

roadcaster has agreed to 'w
ork

w
ith'

school officials on the rem
aining parts of this series.

%
e hope

to present this problem
 as objectively and openly

as possible w
itho qt offending or insulting an. one.

T
his is an

Inves:Iga:ion that w
ill include interview

, w
ith students, doctors,

adm
i listrators. aad other authoritative sources.

',he purpose
of this series is to m

ake the eom
m

unit aw
are

that problem
s do exist

right here
in our ow

 t high school and
som

e possible solutions to the problem
.

K
now

ing and understanding the problem
s of others m

ax pre-
vent a student from

 being fo-ced to experience these problem
s

him
self or herself because of Ignorance

T
here is no reason

fo- a student
to go through a traum

atic experience becanse of
not know

 ng w
`: it to do or vih;:re to go w

ith his problem
.

tic
w

.11
a'tetrnt to

tell
w

here inform
ation

is available and
how

 current teQ
:iatiO

n relates to the student. Inform
ation about

the stand of the chur' h, professional organizations, and schools
on

sex
,ition aad birth control deices w

ill he included

P
A

R
T

 *I related the experience s of Y
11S

 students to stress
the

fact
that

sexual problem
s exist

right here
in Y

orktow
n

H
igh S

chool.

P
A

R
T

 #2 explains the purpose of P
lanned P

a-enthood and
w

hat they have to offer students needing inform
ation.

ihis part
w

as to go into detailed inform
ation about birth control devices

but w
as censored b M

r, I ptgraft
A

ssistant P
rincipal.

P
A

R
T

#3
w

ill
include

inter iew
; w

ith m
edica: doctors to

talk at)out m
edical problem

s stem
im

! fro:r
Ja' 1,1;er-course.

such ac %
enereal d cease and .inw

-rated d-egaa-cies. along w
ttl-

the stda effects of birth control dec:ces.
\lso in these inter-

;few
 s

V
"

w
ill

include the law
s appI m

g to do, io-- treating
teenage preenanc.

Included in P
art 3 w

ill be the %
Jew

the ler* in the rom
-

m
unit.

T
he stand of the church and the advice and recom

m
en-

dations
of the com

m
unit

clergy m
en w

ill be
in

this section

P
A

M
 #4

w
ill be centered around

Ilionion
1b.r.iion law

w
ill be

in
this part,

including hospitals and ;:inics in Indiana
that w

ill perform
 abortions.

P
A

R
T

 #5 w
ill tell about the sex education being taurht in som

Y
orktow

n H
igh S

chool classes and the sex educatioa courses
being offered in another school

stem
.
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Broadcaster concludes
five-part sex series

With the publication of part 5, the BROADCASTER has
concluded its five-part series on problems stemming from sexual
relationships hetween high school students. In these articles
re of the BROADCASTER staff have not condemned or condoned
anything; we have simply reported the facts as accurately as
possible in order for our readers to draw their own conclusions

of the subjects duscussed. Through this series we have tackled
what we feel to be one of the major causes of any problem
that of ignorance. We have not claimed to be absolute author'ties
on the subject of human sexuality, but we have tried to present
basic information we feel high school students need to know.

If the series has prevented one individual from undergoing a
traumatic experience through a sexual relationship then we feel

the series has been worth the effort.

May 13, 197 4

(Contract Terminated)
BROADCASTER

VHS journalism advisor refuses to resign
Mrs. .Joan T. Lentczner, ad-

visor to the Yorktown lUghSchool
BR OA DC ASTE It , has appealed to
the Mt. Pleasant Township Com-
munity School Board for a public
hearing to discuss reasons for
her being fired, after she refused
to sign a resignation form.

Mrs. Lentczner's lawyer, Mr.
Richard Cardwell of the Hoosier
State Press Association, has
written a letter to the school
board asking for an open hearing.
According to Mrs. Lentcznet ,the
issue,at stake will be the freedom
of the high school press. She
explained that she couldn't separ-
ate her job from the issue of
a free high school press in her
appeal because in her opinion,
"teaching a free press LS my
Job...

Mrs. Lentczner explained, "IF
THEY (administration) deny the
right of a free press to high
school students, then they are

denying my right as publications
adviser to teach a free press, and
that is an infringement upon our
first amendment right."

The question of a free press
arose when YRS principal, Mr.
Robert Pickell, recommended a
change in Mrs. Lentczner's
teaching position for the 1974-75
school year after the BROAD-
CASTER had published three
parts of a five-part series on
problems stemming from sexual
relationships. This recommend-
ation was made on a teacher
evaluation sheet filled out by him
in early April, in which he rated
her above average, good and
superior in all categories of
teaching. At the end of the
evaluation he wrote: "Is reluc-
tant to work with the admin-
istration concerning publications
especially in the areas where
togetherness is most import,nt,
i.e. controversial issues. this

29

is evident even after statement
at board meeting." (This last
part referred to a closed meet-
ing called by the school board
at which Mrs. Lentczner was
asked to appear. She explained
at this time that she and the
paper's editors would work with
the administration on the five-
part sex series that the staff
was writing.) "Was on a one-
year agreement. Recommend
a change in this position for
1974-75."

In an interview with the
BROADCASTER, Mr. Pickell de-
clined to give reasons for
requesting her resignation. "In
all fairness to her, I don't think
I should downgrade or upgrade
her in the school newspaper,"
he commented. Mr. Pickell ad-
ded, "Some privacy of the indiv-
idual should be protected. I
don't think people need to be put
on trial through the newspaper.
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